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Book Reviews

n.b.: Editorial·Correction to Book Reviews, New Mexico Historical Review.
In Enrique R. Lamadrid and A. Gabriel Melendez's review of The Penitente
Brotherhood: Patriarchy and Hispano-Catholicism in New Mexico, the sentence "Critics and cultural activists agree that the Fraternidad Padre de
Nuestro Padre Jesus Nazareno has played a key role in the cultural and
political history of New Mexico from the turn of the nineteenth century
forward," should read, "Critics and cultural activists agree that the
Fraternidad Piadosa de Nuestro Padre Jesus Nazareno has played a key role
in the cultural and political history of New Mexico from the turn of the
nineteenth century forward." The editorial staff of the New Mexico Historical Review extends its apologies to Professor Lamadrid and Professor
Melendez for the error.

Charlie Siringo's West: An Interpretive Biography. By Howard R. Lamar.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2005. xiv + 370 pp. 60 halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-82633669-9, ISBN-lO: 0-8263-3669-8.)
Charles A. Siringo was a gifted raconteur adept at self-promotion. Born
in Texas in 1855, his peripatetic career took him from the cattle ranges of the
Lone Star State to places all over the West as a Pinkerton operative or detective, making him a participant-observer in interesting events that, by the
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time he moved to Hollywood in 1923, had assumed mythic proportions.
Siringo situated himself near the center of the action in two autobiographies, A Texas Cowboy, or, Fifteen Years on the Hurricane Deck of a Spanish
Pony (1885) and A Cowboy Detective: A True Story of Twenty-Two Years with
a World-Famous Detective Agency (1912). They were combined in his final
book, Riata and Spurs: The Story of a Lifetime Spent in the Saddle as Cowboy and Detective (1927), published the year before he died. His unvarying
subject, in short, was himself, and no one has told his story better, although
biographers have had their say.
What Howard Lamar adds to the Siringo literature is not really "an interpretive biography," despite the subtitle of Charlie Siringo's West. It is Siringo's
back story that concerns him, and "a life in context" would be more fitting.
He summarizes Siringo's published accounts, augmenting them with extended digressions explaining the individuals and events Siringo mentions.
Lamar leaves character analysis to his final pages. Siringo, he concludes,
was ambitious, restless, and ruthless. The first two qualities are self-evident.
Ever on the move, Siringo hoped to leave an enduring mark by recording
his life story - his cowboy autobiography, after all, was published at the ripe
young age of thirty. Ruthless? A loving husband to Mamie Lloyd, who died
after a nine-year marriage in 1891, he remarried and divorced three times
thereafter. No union lasted more than a couple of years. And his calculated
betrayal of people on behalf of the Pinkerton National Detective Agency
between 1886 and 1908 confirms a cold-blooded, if not ruthless, disposition.
A successful detective had to be a chameleon who could conceal his intentions and insinuate himself into the confidence of others to learn what he
needed to know. In his published accounts, Siringo made amends of sorts,
offering balanced portrayals of those he had pursued in the line of duty and
eventually turning against his employer for some of the methods adopted
along the way.
The autobiographies are Lamar's primary source in narrating Siringo's
doings before he terminated his employment with Pinkerton; several manuscript repositories offer information on his subsequent activities, partiCtIlady after he settled in Hollywood, where he was lionized by actors, artists,
and other writers infatuated with the Old West. Lamar traces Siringo's drift
toward an increasingly romanticized version of his life and accomplishments.
Siringo recognized that the public hungered for the Wild West-Billy the
Kid, Butch Cassidy, and the like-so he foregrounded their tales, although,
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truth be told, he was more observer than participant in them. His detective
work did put him on the ground floor of some of the most violent episodes
in Western labor history, but Big Bill Haywood never achieved the legendary status of a Billy the Kid and, eager to capture not only fame but elusive
fortune as a writer, Siringo played to the crowd. Bad men would take a
prominent place in the revised edition of his final book, Riata and Spurs,
after the Pinkerton Agency effectively squelched his honest account of his
detective career.
This drift to the mythic does not deter Lamar. Noting that Siringo's last
publisher was "concerned that many episodes [in his story] were reported
without any context" (p. 294), Lamar has assigned himself that task. In Charlie
Siringo's West, he provides context galore with all the charm of an old-time
storyteller taking the "dear reader" on an informative journey.
Brian W. Dippie
University ofVictoria, British Columbia

Landscapes of Power and Identity: Comparative Histories in the Sonoran
Desert and the Forests ofAmazonia from Colony to Republic. By Cynthia
Radding. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2006. xxiv + 432 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, boxes, notes, bibliography, index. $89.95 cloth, ISBN-13:
978-0-8223-3652-5, ISBN-I0: 0-8223-3652-9, $24-95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-82233689-1, ISBN-lO: 0-8223-3689-8.)
No historian of northern New Spain has done a better job demonstrating
the fluidity ofmission Indian societies than Cynthia Radding. Carefully grounding her analysis in the social ecology and political economy of Spanish colonial Sonora, Radding's Wandering Peoples: Colonialism, Ethnic Spaces, and

Ecological Frontiers in Northwestern Mexico, 1700-1850 (1997) revealed how
O'odham and Opata-speaking peoples responded to conquest and colonization through demographic mobility and community resistance. In Landscapes
ofPower and Identity, she elaborates upon these fundamental themes by comparing and contrasting mission Indians of the Sonoran Desert with those from
the region ofChiquitos in the eastern Bolivian lowlands. Both were missionized
by the Jesuits; occupied territories on the margins of the great silver-mining
districts of New Spain and Potosi; and experienced "ambivalent ethnicities"
as different linguistic and kin groups moved in and out of mission communities (p. 147)' Like David Weber's Bcirbaros: Spaniards and Their Savages in the
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Age of Enlightenment (2005), Landscapes of Power and Identity is comparative history at its best, clearly conceptualized, carefully researched, and written with imagination and verve.
Employing what anthropologists call the method of controlled comparison, Radding starts with temporal and institutional similarities and teases
out profound differences. Encomiendas played major roles in Chiquitos
before Jesuit missionaries arrived in the late 16005; they served almost no
role in Sonora, where Jesuits pioneered the European settlement of most
river valleys more than a half century earlier. The reducciones of the
Chiquitos mission program were larger and involved a more radical reorganization of Native space than the congregaciones and reducciones in Sonora.
Tropical ecology, particularly seasonal flooding, kept "territory" from becoming fixed and divided in Chiquitos. In Sonora, by contrast, the land
market grew increasingly commercialized as non-Indians carved ranches,
mines, and haciendas from mission domains. To protect their communal
lands, some Sonoran mission Indians petitioned for formal grants as land
became a commodity rather than an extension of community.
Mission economies in Sonora remained overwhelmingly agropastoralist.
Those in Chiquitos developed into "protoindustrial" centers of textile and
beeswax production. Such protoindustrialization accentuated gendered divisions oflabor to a greater degree than agropastoralism, with women weaving cotton and men gathering and processing forest resources. According to
Radding, ethnic identity fragmented in Chiquitos but consolidated in Sonora,
reflecting the different ecological demands of tropical swidden cultivation
versus floodplain irrigated agriculture. Landscapes of Power and Identity
emphasizes change over continuity; ethnic identities are "processes of becoming," not immutable social categories.
That process of becoming involved force fields of power pervading all
domains of colonial society. Perhaps the most innovative contribution of

Landscapes of Power and Identity is its careful attention to the contestation
of spiritual, political, and economic landscapes. Radding examines how
Sonoran and Chiquitos Indians reinterpreted Catholic theology and iconography in terms of their own cosmologies. She also explores the radical
differences between Indian and missionary conceptions of sacred space. I
believe she could have sharpened her analyses of those differences if she
had employed ideas advanced by French philosopher Henri Lefebvre in his
seminal The Production of Space (1991) and critical geographers such as
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David Harvey and Edward Soja. Nonetheless, Landscapes of Power and Identity takes space and time seriously and represents a major contribution to
the comparative history of Spanish colonial frontiers in the Americas.

Thomas E. Sheridan
University ofArizona

Anarchy and Community in the New American West: Madrid, New Mexico,
1970-2000. By Kathryn Hovey. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2005. xvi + 247 pp. Halftones, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN13: 978-0-8263-3446-6,

ISBN-lO:

0-8263-3446-6.)

Driving into Madrid, New Mexico, for the first time can be a little eerie.
This old ghost town, revived by outlaws and libertarians in the 1970s, is the
quintessential post-apocalyptic, counterculture, western tourist town. In this
wide-ranging, engaging study, Kathryn Hovey uses sociologists' tools to discover a sense of community and an enduring counterculture ethos among
the people she calls "Madroids." Beneath the academic veneer of her reworked Ph.D. dissertation is an honest, even soul-searching, book that will
appeal to historians, planners, community activists, and anyone who has
ever pondered the origins of this funky place.
Hovey begins by presenting Madrid's pre-Anglo and then more recent
mining history. She satisfies U.S. West historians by placing the 1970S "resettlers" and their search for authenticity against the backdrop of enduring
frontier myths of regeneration and self-reliance. Hovey grapples with the
excesses and triumphs of what she refers to as "her generation." She asks,
"How much of the re-settlers' rebellion against mainstream American culture was a genuine search for socially and ecologically sustainable community and how much was merely an inversion of their parents' secular pursuit
of material wealth?" (p. 202). Hovey never satisfactorily answers this question. Yet, she is quite willing to think aloud about how "counter" the counterculture ever was in places like Madrid while she explores the "possibilities
for and constraints upon community in the postmodern era" (p. 146).
Mostly Hovey tries to find out what makes Madrid tick. She recites famous community studies for comparison and dutifully invokes sociologists
Emile Durkheim and George Simmel. We learn that while resettled by a
core of refugees in flight from places like San Francisco, Madrid was never
really a communal experience of the tofu-making, utopian variety. Yet, the

402?

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 82, NUMBER 3

town paradoxically coheres around "the dynamics of tolerance and spontaneity," the do-your-own-thing spirit of the 1970S (p. 170). Hovey uses the
terms dyslexic and dispersive to describe this anarchic and inward-focused
society (p. 203). As the author is willing to note, at times Madrid tends to
look a lot like Anywhere, USA, despite its extravagances.
By far the strongest aspect of Hovey's work is her illustrative stories garnered from extensive interviews. Historians of the counterculture in the
West and New Mexico will find this material rich, although they may wish
that she had done more to put Madrid in the context of earlier experiments
in the Southwest dating back to the 1920S. Hovey leans too heavily on Peter
Coyote's memoir about Bay Area communards and, in addition to making
generalizations about the counterculture, she often attributes more virtue
and intention -especially ecological- to her subjects than her own evidence
can bear.
Her stories, however, carry the book. One in particular helps sum up
Madrid's problems with community building. Each summer, according to
one of her informants, the town's overtaxed sewer system invariably disgorged effluent into the basement of one of the founding "families." When
the dispersive community failed to address the problem collectively, the
unfortunate victims simply sealed up the end of the pipe with cement, "so
then everyone's sewer backed up" (p. 95). These indecisions precipitated a
hepatitis epidemic in town, forcing the state to intervene. Such anecdotes
are revealing, although Hovey could have further explored the environmental
failures, which emerge repeatedly at the core of her narrative. Such a focus
would have made her final thoughts about Madrid's inability to act collectively and defend itself against the onslaught of contemporary sprawl all the
more poignant.
Anarchy and Community appears to be a standard community study,
but Hovey makes one little weird town stand for much more. Although at
times overreaching and broad, Hovey is able to underline important tensions about local control and personal autonomy, as well as the meaning of
community and resistance in an era of accelerating globalization.
Jeffrey c. Sanders
Washington State University

BOOK REVIEWS ~403

SUMMER 2007

Pueblo Indian Agriculture. By James A. Vlasich. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2005. xv + 363 pp. Halftones, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $34-95 cloth,

ISBN-13:

978-0-8263-35°4-3, ISBN-lO: 0-8263-35°4-7.)

Pueblo Indian Agriculture is a surprisingly old-fashioned book, and the
title is somewhat of a misnomer. Readers looking for a sophisticated discussion of Pueblo agricultural strategies and techniques will be disappointed.
Very little anthropological or archaeological literature on the topic has been
integrated into Vlasich's narrative, and the little he does include is decadesold. The author also does not explore the social and religious significance of
Pueblo agriculture for the Pueblo peoples themselves in any detail. Instead,
Vlasich concentrates on a historical survey of Pueblo land tenure and water
rights from Spanish contact to the present. The internal dynamics of Pueblo
agriculture-ecological, cultural, political, or economic-are largely ignored.
The author breaks no new ground in his three chapters on Spanish and
Mexican impacts on Pueblo agriculture. He mistakenly conflates the
encomienda and repartimiento systems (p. 24), but the most glaring weakness is his cursory treatment of potentially exciting subjects such as the introduction of Old World crops and livestock. Vlasich rightly points out
that Eurasian grains like wheat and barley did not replace corn as staple
crops, as they did in Sonora and the Pimerfa Alta, but he never examines
the ecological or cultural reasons why corn remained so important in the
Pueblo world.
The book does provide an adequate summary of Spanish land and water
law and its impact on the Pueblos. Vlasich traces the Moorish and Roman
origins of Spanish legal compilations in the New World, particularly the
Recopilaci6n (1681). He also provides numerous examples of adjudication
in colonial New Mexico. "In a system of balance between need and availability, a method of water sharing considering the needs of everyone prevailed over absolute water rights," Vlasich notes. "Like their predecessors in
Spain, judges in New Mexico leaned toward a custom emphasizing the
community over the individual" (p. 59).
The strongest part of the book concerns the Anglo-American period. Most
Anglo-American officials considered the Pueblos more civilized than most
other North American Indians, but that view translated into less protection
for Pueblo lands and waters. Legal nadir occurred in 1876, when the U.S.
Supreme Court in United States v. Joseph concluded that Pueblos were
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"Indians only in feature, complexion, and a few of their habits" and not
protected by the Indian Intercourse Act of 1834, which prohibited non-Indian
settlement on lands granted to tribes by the federal government. The result
was greater encroachment and the increasing alienation of Pueblo lands.
Despite such legal erosion, however, the federal government did undertake a number of projects to modernize Pueblo agriculture, control flooding, and expand irrigation. Then, in 1913, United States v. Sandoval reversed
Joseph and ruled that Pueblos were Indians and entitled to federal protection. Vlasich provides a balanced account of the subsequent struggle to recover lost Pueblo lands, including the passage of the Pueblo Lands Act of

1924 and the creation of the Pueblo Lands Board. He also documents increasing federal involvement in Pueblo water development, the impact of
New Deal reforms, and postwar trends such as termination. Pueblo Indian
Agriculture does a good job examining the ways in which federal legislation
and federal programs attempted to transform Pueblo farming.
However, a systematic Pueblo perspective on these transformations is
missing. Pueblo farmers are classified as "conservative" or "progressive" depending upon their rejection or adoption of agricultural machinery and
other innovations; Vlasich consistently contrasts Pueblo "traditional" agriculture with the development programs offered by the federal government,
but he never examines the reasons why Pueblo peoples responded the way
they did. The most striking feature of the book is its distanced treatment of
the Pueblos. This study is Pueblo agriculture, and Pueblo society and culture, from the outside in, with very little attention given to Pueblo voices,
values, or agency.
Thomas E. Sheridan
University ofArizona

ATexas Patriot on Trial in Mexico: Jose Antonio Navarro and the Texas Santa
Fe Expedition. By Jose Antonio Navarro. Translated, edited, introduction,
and notes by Andres Resendez. Library of Texas series, no. 9. (Dallas, Tex.:
DeGolyer Library and William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies,
Southern Methodist University, 2005. xxxii + 134 pp. Halftones, map, notes,
bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN-lO: 1-929531-10-9.)
What a great little book. Normally, a die-hard student of New Mexico
history like me would find little interest in a book on Texas history, but this

SUMMER 2007

BOOK REVIEWS?

405

handsome volume vividly reminds us how entwined New Mexico history is
with that of its neighboring state.
Utilizing transcripts found at the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript
Library at Yale University, the author tells the story of the capture and trial
of Jose Antonio Navarro, a prominent Mexican merchant from San Antonio Bejar who developed early sympathies with the Anglo-American colonists who moved into Texas in the 1820S. Navarro supported Texas secession
from Mexico. He was a delegate to the convention of 1836 at Washingtonon-the-Brazos, a signatory to the Texas Declaration of Independence, and
an author of the Texas Constitution. By all accounts he was an exemplary
citizen of the Republic of Texas. One can see easily how authorities in his
native Mexico would view Navarro as a traitor "who had connived with
foreign-born residents first to wrest Texas away from Mexico and then to
unite New Mexico with Texas" (p. xiii).
Navarro's support of and participation in the events that led to the separation of Texas from the Mexican Republic came back to haunt him when
Texas president Mirabeau Lamar convinced him to join the ill-fated TexasSanta Fe Expedition of 1841. He was one ofthe civilian commissioners tasked
with convincing New Mexico to voluntarily become part of the Texas Republic. The expedition failed miserably, and the entire party was captured
by the forces of New Mexico governor Manuel Armijo and marched off to
imprisonment in Mexico. Navarro, apparently the only Mexicano among
the Texan forces, was singled out and charged with treason against his mother
country.
The book consists of the Spanish language transcripts and English translations of documents related to the organization of the expedition, Navarro's
subsequent trial, the arguments of the prosecutor and defense, the verdict
and sentence, and the eventual suspension of the proceedings due to legal
wrangling and conflicting interests between Mexican civil and military jurisdictions. The placement of the English translations ahead of the Spanish
originals is the one minor weakness this reviewer experienced with the organization of the book. Despite this point, the transcripts are a fascinating
journey through a landscape of national ambitions and personal loyalties.
In addition to the trial transcripts and the author's brief overview of
Navarro's life, the book contains items of special interest to students of New
Mexico history. President Lamar's letters to the citizens of New Mexico
urging them to join the Texas Republic, his instructions to the commissioners, the report of Governor Armijo as comandante general of New Mexico
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regarding the capture of the Texas expedition, as well as Navarro's own letter to Armijo following his capture, are - to the knowledge of this revieweravailable here in published form for the first time. A Texas Patriot is a
fascinating and important enhancement of our understanding of this contentious period in New Mexico history and a great addition to the reference
shelf of any student of Borderlands history.
Robert J. Torrez
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Forever New Mexico: Heartfelt Images from the Land ofEnchantment. Edited
by Arnold Vigil. (Santa Fe: New Mexico Magazine, 2004. 128 pp. Duotones,
index. $29.95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-937206-83-6, ISBN-lO: 0-937206-83-0.)
Forever New Mexico reads visually much like a family's photographic
album. The book is filled with black-and-white images-portraits, sweeping landscapes, genre scenes, familiar architectural views- "in no particular order," as the editor informs the reader (p. 3). Containing everything
from church interiors to sheep grazing, calf branding, and Maria Martinez
making pots at San Ildefonso Pueblo, the book is also a kind of travelogue
from the past, providing historical glimpses from a broad range of activities,
places, and people. With images dating from the territorial era to the middle
of the twentieth century, the photographs show indirectly how these routines and locations have changed. Thankfully, many of today's New Mexico
landscapes still look like the views from the distant past.
Although the photographers and dates for numerous images remain unknown, the book does provide an opportunity to see images by such important documentary photographers as John Collier Jr., Jesse Nusbaum, and
Charles Lummis. The loss of names and other factual information about
this kind of work is always regrettable, because resurrecting the information
is difficult and often impossible. The achievements of so many early photographers go unrecognized simply because their names are lost.
Published by New Mexico Magazine, a division of the state's Tourism
Department, this book will be useful as a souvenir of a bygone era for those
who visit or pass through the state. Had the book been organized either by
chronology, geography, or another category, it would have been more useful
to a broader audience. Additionally, both the brevity and the non-academic
tone of the introductory text by Vigil reinforce the more commercial inten-
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tion of the book. While the short "passages" selected for the book are sometimes interesting excerpts from historical documents, they often seem unrelated to the specific images on the page. The captions, however, at least
provide useful information for the pictures they describe. Forever New Mexico
is a good acquisition for anyone seeking a general pictorial overview of New
Mexico during the first part of the last century.
Michele Penhall
University of New Mexico Art Museum

Gatekeeper to Los Alamos: Dorothy Scarritt McKibbin, A Biography of a
Great Lady ofSanta Fe. By Nancy Cook Steeper. (Los Alamos, N.Mex.: Los
Alamos Historical Society, 2003. vi + 172 pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $15.00 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-941232-30-2, ISBN-lO: 0-941232-30-1.)
Nancy Cook Steeper offers a genial introduction to the life of Dorothy
Scarritt McKibbin, the initial contact for employees of and visitors to Los
Alamos Scientific Laboratory for twenty years. Operating out of an office at
109 Palace Road in Santa Fe, McKibbin provided passes, oversaw transportation, gave shopping advice, befriended scientists, did occasional matchmaking, and generally was known as the "gatekeeper" for the lab during
World War II and after. She was well-known and well-liked in both the lab
and Santa Fe communities, making her an effective hinge between them.
She was also a close friend to J. Robert Oppenheimer, Los Alamos's scientific director during the war.
McKibbin is easily worthy of a biography. Although removed from the
center of the scientific portion of the atomic weapon narrative, she nevertheless played a key role in lab operations. The book is one of a spate of
recent studies that focus on the culture and daily life of Los Alamos during
the war. Such studies have brought the role of women - both scientists and
non-technical participants-at the wartime lab into the light. The result is a
myriad of lenses through which to view the Manhattan Engineer District.
The book is short and easy to read. Steeper passes quickly through
McKibbin's origins in a well-off Kansas City, Missouri, family; her education
at Smith College; a bout with tuberculosis that brought her to Santa Fe for
the first time; and her marriage to Joe McKibbin. Widowed with a small child
in 1931, she moved the following year to Santa Fe, reestablishing herself in the
community that she had discovered during her illness. She worked, built a
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home, and raised her son, Kevin. When the United States entered World War
II and the atomic bomb project established its scientific laboratory at Los
Alamos, she was hired into the secretarial job at 109 Palace Road. Steeper
understandably devotes a significant portion ofthe book to wartime Los Alamos.
The richest portions of the text are the descriptions of Oppenheimer and
Kevin McKibbin. The energy of the writing about the Manhattan Project
evaporates quickly when the story reaches the postwar period. Kevin
McKibbin married in 1953 after service in Korea. Dorothy McKibbin provided support for Oppenheimer during the events leading up to the loss of
his security clearance in 1954. Once these two men leave McKibbin's daily
focus, the story wraps up rapidly. Although she worked for Los Alamos for
another decade and lived for twenty years beyond that, the book closes with
one short chapter summarizing those years.
Overall, the book would have benefited from a stronger sense of McKibbin
herself. This might have been achieved through a more thorough use of
correspondence to expose her voice. The Oppenheimer correspondence,
for example, effectively used in recent biographies- Jennet Conant's 109
East Palace: Robert Oppenheimer and the Secret City of Los Alamos (2005)
and Kai Bird and Martin Sherwin's definitive American Prometheus: The

Triumph and Tragedy ofT. Robert Oppenheimer (2006) - would have added
depth to the chronicle for the postwar period.
Steeper's work thus reads more as an overview of McKibbin's life, rather
than a full-fledged biography of it. The book is, however, a charming introduction to both McKibbin and wartime Los Alamos.
Rebecca Ullrich
Sandia National Laboratories
Albuquerque, New Mexico

A Space Syntax Analysis ofArroyo Hondo Pueblo, New Mexico: Community
Formation in the Northern Rio Grande. By Jason S. Shapiro. Arroyo Hondo
Archaeological Series, no. 9. (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: School of American Research Press, 2005. xx + 178 pp. Halftones, line drawings, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-1-930618-59-6,
ISBN-lO: 1-930618-59-x.)
Jason Shapiro has brought a breath of fresh air to the study of ancient
northern Rio Grande architecture and archaeology, using space syntax
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methodology to better understand changes in Pueblo community and social organization in the fourteenth century. In the 1970s, the School of
American Research (SAR) undertook the Arroyo Hondo project, south of
Santa Fe, New Mexico. Under Doug Schwartz's careful stewardship, this
project was one ofthe most important archaeological endeavors of the 1970s,
and its publication series has helped set the standard for archaeological
publishing. Schwartz and SAR wisely agreed to include Shapiro's space syntax
study (adapted from his dissertation [1997] at Penn State) in the Arroyo
Hondo series.
Shapiro's work focused on the architecture of Arroyo Hondo, departing
significantly from but nevertheless complementing Winifred Creamer's discussion (1993) of the site's architecture. His space syntax study is a research
breakthrough for Arroyo Hondo, bringing knowledge of the site to a higher
level. The analysis also represents a new and productive direction for northern Rio Grande archaeology. But, as Shapiro readily concedes, his architectural insights and conclusions do not lead to completely original or
necessarily radical conclusions about late Puebloan social organization.
The space syntax approach nonetheless has allowed Shapiro to better
understand changes in architecture and the use of space at Arroyo Hondo
and, by extension, changes in social organization at the site and across the
region. Such changes, including the closing of plaza spaces and restriction
of certain rooms deep inside the pueblo, have been observed by earlier researchers. Shapiro's space syntax method, however, quantifies architectural
changes in these sites, not only at Arroyo Hondo, but also at Tijeras Pueblo
and Puye Pueblo. By discussing Acoma Pueblo, Shapiro connects his analysis to an historic structure that is well-understood ethnographically, which
broadens and supports his findings. Shapiro's primary conclusion is that
"a combination of controlled-access, open plazas and spatially segregated
roomblocks enabled resident kin-based groups to spatially delineate a familiar environment yet still be part of the larger settlement" (p. 115). Thus,
Shapiro treats the architecture as an integrative mechanism (following T. 1Ferguson 1996) for the Pueblo groups that migrated into the northern Rio
Grande region following the Puebloan abandonment of the greater Four
Corners region around AD 1300.
If Shapiro's exceptional study has any shortcoming, it may lie in the explanatory realm. His concept of architecture as a primary integrating mechanism in early-fourteenth-century Pueblo communities is insightful. This
approach would have more explanatory power iflinked with a broader model
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of the concomitant changes in Pueblo ritual and social organization that
occurred across the region in the early- to mid-130os.
Nevertheless, Jason Shapiro's work is an important contribution to northern Rio Grande archaeology, space syntax studies, and our understanding
of Pueblo history. I recommend it for students and researchers interested in
Southwestern history and archaeology.
Paul F. Reed
Center for Desert Archaeology
Salmon Ruins, New Mexico

Feast of Souls: Indians and Spaniards in the Seventeenth-Century Missions
of Florida and New Mexico. By Robert C. Galgano. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2005. xii + 212 pp. 12 halftones, 2 maps, notes, bibliography, index. $37-50 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-8263-3648-4, ISBN-lO: 0-8263-

3648-5.)
Feast of Souls joins a growing body of recent publications that take a
comparative approach to Spanish colonial frontier history. In this instance,
Galgano focuses on the Franciscan missionary enterprise and the response
of Native Americans to that effort in two North American regions. Relying
heavily on secondary sources, he begins his work with a discussion of the
similarities and differences in native cosmology of the Pueblos in New
Mexico and the Timucuas, Apalachees, and Guales in Florida; he contrasts
the religious outlook of these Native groups with the Spanish in general,
and the Franciscans in particular. From that point, Galgano relates the rationale for each colony's settlement by the Spanish; their initial interactions
with Native peoples; the introduction of Catholicism and the Native Americans' response; the difficulties between Franciscans and civil authority and
how that effected the neophytes; and finally Native resistance to Spanish
religion, government, and labor demands. Throughout each chapter, the
author employs a comparative methodology, moving back and forth between
Florida and New Mexico.
In essence the interactions between Spaniards and Indians formed a dialogue, what Galgano calls a "cultural negotiation" (p. 10). These discussions
were enormously complicated: Spaniards - civilians and religious - negotiated
among themselves for control over Native peoples; Natives argued among
themselves over how to respond to the newcomers; and Spaniard and Na-
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tive American constantly treated with one another for advantage. None of
the various cultural groups were ever completely without leverage, and de. velopments in Florida did not mirror those in New Mexico. Indeed, Galgano
is at his best when he reminds readers about the complexities and contradictions· of human relations, especially between diverse cultures.
Galgano states early that he structured Feast of Souls to be a suitable
work for "undergraduate use" (p. 5)' Therein rests the strengths and problems with this book. The text is well organized and engagingly written. The
author does a very good job of explaining the rich variety of both cultures
and narrating the events that occurred in each colony. The Native view is
juxtaposed well with more traditional Spanish history. Galgano does especially.fine work in his development of the complexities within Native accommodations to the Spanish.
On the other hand, there are several notable problems with the book.
Galgano never addresses the declining zeal or commitment of the friars to
the evangelical life during the 1600s, something numerous scholars - France
V. Scholes, Robert Ricard, John L. Kessell, and Ramon A. Gutierrez, among
others-found important in the evolution of Spanish-Native relations. He
minimizes the impact of the Pueblo demographic decline during the 1600s.
More bothersome, Galgano lumps all of the Pueblos together, paying virtually no attention to the important differences that existed among such linguistically diverse groups as the Zunis, Keresans, Tanoans, and Hopis. Hence,
those planning to use Feast ofSouls in a class will need to balance the positive features with these shortcomings.
Jim Norris
North Dakota State University

Becoming Aztlan: Mesoamerican Influence in the Greater Southwest, AD
1200-1500. By Carroll L. Riley. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press,
2005. xii + 292 pp. 106 illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth,
ISBN-1r 978-0-87480-828-5, ISBN-1O: 0-87480-828-6.)

In this well-written and researched book, Carroll Riley offers a compelling account of the dynamic and ever-changing relationships between the
North American Southwest and Mesoamerica during pre-Contact times. His
topic is an enduring theme in Southwestern archaeology. Indeed, the profession has alternated between periods of internationalism, emphasizing how
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Mesoamerica has contributed to Southwestern political formations, and
periods of isolationism, minimizing such influences in favor of indigenous
developments.
Riley, a longstanding advocate of the internationalist position, takes as
his frame of reference the idea of Aztlan. According to Spanish accounts,
Aztlan refers to "the place of the herons," the mythical home of the Aztec
people. Riley uses the term to characterize the time period after AD 1300
when the cacique structure and power-conferring rituals were introduced
into the Southwest from northern Mexico. Aztlan thus encompasses both
the period when Mexican influences remade the northern Mexican frontier and the panoply of distinctive social forms that emerged. Riley favors
the term over such standard concepts as the Greater Southwest and the
Gran Chichimeca precisely because of its multiple referents.
Riley builds his argument chronologically. He describes the origin and
cultural florescence of the main archaeological cultures (Anasazi Pueblo,
Hohokam, and Mogollon). He reviews the Anasazi Pueblo migrations associated with the rise and fall of Chaco Canyon and Mesa Verde. He discusses
the developments in the Hohokam and Mogollon midlands. He then addresses the emergence ofAztlan defined by the consolidation of the populations of the Hopi, Zuni, Acoma, and Rio Grande pueblos. He suggests that
the Southwestern cult, which may have been partially syncretized with
kachina ceremonialism, likely gave a common identity to the entire Southwest during this period. Of special interest, given his own research, is his
discussion of the Casas Grandes polity and the Sonoran statelets of northern and western Mexico, respectively.
I have only a few minor quibbles. For example Riley says that the ball
courts never took hold in the Pueblo world (p. 17)' This assertion is not
entirely true. There is a ball court at Wupatki Pueblo (of which he is skeptical) and increasing evidence for others in the Flagstaff area. This implies a
more complex, historical relationship between Sinagua and Hohokam ritual
practices than he acknowledges and this simply supports his thesis. In addition I would have liked to have seen his views on the Lake of Copala and
Teguayo, both of which are places associated with the origins of the Aztecs
and invoked by Pueblo peoples during and immediately after the Pueblo
Revolt. Given the earlier Tepehuan revolts, there may have been a common revitalization discourse circulating across Aztlan during this period.
Riley is one of the few scholars conversant with archaeological, ethnographic, ethnohistoric, and linguistic data. As he is quick to point out, these
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data sets do not always agree, but the interpretations that result are much
richer for all their contradictions and complexities. For this reason, his Aztlan
narrative is especially important and will serve as the model against which
all future research on the topic of Southwest-Mesoamerican connections
will be evaluated.
Robert W. Preucel
University

of Pennsylvania

Southwest Archaeology in the Twentieth Century. Edited by Linda S. Cordell
and Don D. Fowler. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2005. ix + 300
pp. Halftones, illust~ations, 2 maps, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN-

13: 978-0-87480-825-4, ISBN-lO: 0-87480-825-1.)
Derived from a symposium at the American Anthropological Association meeting of 2001, Southwest Archaeology in the Twentieth Century provides an historical overview of a subject long identified with the region.
The first half of the book focuses on selected historical developments and
the institutional context of the region's archaeology, while the second half
examines the current state of the discipline in a somewhat more technical
manner. Although the editors acknowledge that their target readers are fellow archaeologists, historians of the Southwest will find much of interest in
this volume.
The editors' introduction provides a broad overview of the history of archaeology and anthropology in the Southwest, stressing the often overlooked
interrelationship between archaeology and ethnology. Chapters by Fowler
and James E. Snead, both of whom have previously written solid histories of
the region's archaeology, chronicle the changing perspectives of researchers between 1900 and 1930. Although the early work of such figures as Jesse
Walter Fewkes and Edgar Lee Hewett opened the area to serious study, the
morefocused research of Clark Wissler, A. V. Kidder, Neil Judd, and others
established this study as a scientific discipline. Well-known archaeologists/
historians J. Jefferson Reid and Stephanie M. Whittlesey examine the 1930S
work of Emil W. Haury and his colleagues, who defined the Hohokam,
Mogollon, and Salado cultures as some of the earliest inhabitants of the
American Southwest. Institutional developments such as the long tradition
of archaeological field schools and the growing influence of cultural resource management activity are also discussed.
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The more technical chapters in the second part of this volume also provide valuable information for historians. Of particular interest is the chapter
by Borderlands archaeologists James E. Ivey and David Hurst Thomas, who
point out that Spanish missions have been studied primarily from the perspective of architectural history rather than archaeology. Historians' discussions ofthe relationship between indigenous peoples and the Spanish colonial
population have thus been based on research that Ivey and Thomas find seriously flawed. They suggest that as additional archaeological research is completed, the degree and extent of Franciscan subjugation and dominance of
the Pueblo population will likely require significant reevaluation.
Because this work has been targeted toward an audience of archaeologists, historians may encounter technical terminology with which they are
unfamiliar. Nonetheless, scholars interested in regional institutional developments, the continued role of eastern institutions in this development,
and the relations between indigenous and transplanted cultures will find
much of value. This fine book also includes a sixty-two-page list of references that provides a valuable catalog of important archaeological publications, as well as historical pieces and other accounts. Southwest Archaeology
in the Twentieth Century is a rewarding volume that contributes significantly
to the intellectual history of the American Southwest.
George E. Webb
Tennessee Technological University

Sandra Day O'Connor: Justice in the Balance. By Ann Carey McFeatters.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2005. vii + 224 pp. Halftone,
bibliography, index. $21.95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-8263-3218-9, ISBN-lO: 0-82633218-8.)
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor's biography will be
of interest to people in the Southwest, who claim her as their own. O'Connor
was born and raised in EI Paso, Texas; lived on a ranch at the New MexicoArizona border; attended Stanford Law School; and came of age politically
in the Arizona Republican Party, legislature, and judiciary. As the title of
chapter two states, she was "A Girl of the West."
O'Connor's credentials as a western, horse-loving rancher endeared her
to Pres. Ronald Reagan. Chapter one is fascinating for the description of
the casual and intuitive way that Reagan made his judgment about her nomi-
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nation. Mter 191 years of 101 male "brethren," O'Connor became the first
woman to sit on the Supreme Court. She made a difference as a principled
swing vote in controversial decisions,
O'Connor was no political amateur when Reagan appointed her to the
Supreme Court in 1981. A magna cum laude graduate oflaw school in 1952,
she was offered a legal secretary position at a private law firm but she chose
instead to work in the San Mateo County District Attorney's office, She
then moved on to Arizona state politics after a rich experience of public
service in the nonprofit sector. O'Connor became the first female majority
leader in U.S. state politics. Like the late Arizona pro-choice Sen. Barry
Goldwater, she celebrated individualism and limited government. She also
supported no-fault divorce reform and the Equal Rights Amendment.
O'Connor is a confident, capable, strong, and competent woman who
speaks and writes clearly. She believed wise men and women would rule on
decisions the same way. O'Connor is an equal-rights feminist, firmly committed to federalism.
Journalist Ann Carey McFeatters suggests that O'Connor's philosophy
derives from the West. "[T]he West-with its vastness decreeing isolation
and needing activist intervention to defeat that-defined her" (p. no). However, western space is home to many people: urban and rural; Anglo, Hispanic, and other cultural heritages; and people with power and privilege
and people without those marks. The ranch that O'Connor lived on as a
child "totaled 160,000 acres, [and'] all but 8,560 acres were leased from Arizona and federal agencies for grazing" (p. 22). Rancher Republicans, "suspicious of most government programs," lived a contradiction with low
government lease prices (p. 30).
Although O'Connor voted with conservatives for eighty percent of her
decisions, she will be remembered for her reasoning and decisions about
abortion, capital punishment, and affirmative action-each of which assumes chapter-length analysis herein. The chapter titled "The A Word" discusses how O'Connor acknowledged choice but respected state laws as long
as they presented no "undue burden" to women. O'Connor will also be
remembered for her vote after the presidential election of 2000, which gave
the victory to George W. Bush.
McFeatters writes with clarity about the Supreme Court and the politics
of Washington, D.C., appealing to many kinds of readers. However, the
book contains no footnotes, preface, methodology discussion, or acknowledgements. From the text narrative, though, readers can infer that McFeatters
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drew on speeches, books, articles, and columns about and by O'Connor.
Thus, readers can probably track down references for this eminently readable book.
Kathleen Staudt
University of Texas at El Paso

Ernest W McFarland: Majority Leader of the United States Senate, Governor
and ChiefJustice of the State ofArizona. By James Elton McMillan Jr., foreword by Bruce Babbitt, introduction by Janet Napolitano. (Prescott, Ariz.:
Sharlot Hall Museum Press, 2004. xxii + 618 pp. Photographs, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $27-95 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-927579-23-0, ISBN-lO:
0-9 27579-23-5.)
Exhaustively researched and engagingly narrated, James McMillan's birthto-death, chronologically framed story ofArizona Democrat Ernest W. "Mac"
McFarland proves the grand political biography is alive and well. McMillan
details and analyzes the numerous accomplishments of the only politician
in American history to serve multiple terms in each of his state's highest
offices within the larger context of post-New Deal American and world
history. Although the book's length is a robust 618 pages, McMillan's clear,
crisp writing style makes it an effortless, entertaining read.
According to McMillan, McFarland did not lock-step his life into a series of planned career moves that would eventually define his political legacy.
The Stanford-educated lawyer "grasped at opportunity more than occupation" (p. 25). Throughout, McMillan examines McFarland's innate ability
to sense and seize a prospect, from just about every Pinal County office to
the U.S. Senate during World War II and the early postwar years. He became senate majority leader in 1951 and served two terms as Arizona governor in the mid-1950s. McFarland then sat on the Arizona Supreme Court in
the 1960s, ascending to chief justice in 1968.
McFarland's legacy is significant. His accomplishments in the Senate
include authoring the original G.1. Bill, working with fellow Arizonan Carl
Hayden to gain Senate passage of the Central Arizona Project, revising the
nation's telecommunications act to include the new television medium,
and sponsoring the Navajo-Hopi Rehabilitation Act. As one of Arizona's
most popular postwar governors, Mac helped his adopted state make substantive gains in health, education, and industrial expansion. As supreme
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court justice in the 1960s, the vigorous McFarland penned more opinions
than any other justice during that time, including the famous Miranda v.

Arizona case in 1965.
The biography's preeminent section is McMillan's account of the enormous shift in postwar Arizona politics from a largely Democratic stronghold
to archconservative Republicanism, a movement spearheaded by the dynamic
Barry Goldwater and fueled by Phoenix newspaper publisher Eugene Pulliam.
A moderate Democrat and a lifetime advocate for worker's rights, McFarland
was overwhelmed by the GoldwaterlPulliam machine's cruel pro-communist
smears as he unsuccessfully attempted in 1958 to regain the Senate seat he
lost to Goldwater six years earlier. This nasty campaign, McMillan suggests,
"pitted style versus substance - the style of the Goldwater personality against
the substance of the McFarland record" (p. 361).
To supplement the text, McMillan includes photographs, a legislative
appendix, a timeline spanning McFarland's life from crib to grave, a foreword by former Arizona governor Bruce Babbitt, and an introduction by
current Arizona governor Janet Napolitano. This well-crafted biography
stands as an essential contribution to twentieth-century Arizona and American political historiography. History graduate advisors can use it to encourage students to pursue biographies as viable dissertation projects. A fine
biography can tell a great story, and McMillan's first-rate account of
McFarland's life, which grew from his dissertation, confirms that the political biography remains a fundamental component of the modern historical
profession.
Jim Bailey
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Denver, Colorado

The Trial of"Indian Joe": Race and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century West.
By Clare V. McKanna Jr. Law in the American West Series, no. 7. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2003. xii + 156 pp. Halftones, maps, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN-lO: 0-8°32-3228-4.)
In The Trial of"Indian Joe," McKanna focuses on one California murder
case to explore how the system functioned, or malfunctioned, when victims
or suspects were members of minority groups. On the evening of 16 October 1892, John and Wilhelmina Geyser were brutally murdered in their
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farmhouse at Otay Mesa in San Diego County, California. A Luisefio Indian, Jose Gabriel-who spoke little English and who would become known
as "Indian Joe," perhaps after the villainous "Injun Joe" in Mark Twain's
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) -was seized at the scene and severely
beaten by neighbors who had discovered the slain couple. Although he
claimed innocence of the crime, Gabriel,a farmhand who had worked parttime for the Geysers, soon faced murder charges in San Diego County's
Superior Court.
Students of nineteenth-century trials often find themselves frustrated at
the lack of essential court documents. The author fortunately discovered
the 36o-page trial transcript in the California State Archives. While placing
proper primary reliance on the trial transcript, McKanna makes skillful use
of other local records to fashion a picture of the proceedings in which he
argues that Gabriel-almost uniformly referred to as "Indian Joe," except
when he testified-did not receive a fair trial. County Great Registers and
other documents enable a portrayal of the jurors as reflecting "the white
male community in San Diego County," not a jury of Gabriel's peers (p.
59). "Such a jury did not exist," McKanna observes, "for Indian, Chinese,
black, or Hispanic defendants in San Diego County, or anywhere else in
California" (pp. 56-57).
McKanna points out a number of other problem areas in the trial. In
chapter four, titled "The Crime Scene," he reconstructs the Geyser murders and notes how a thorough investigator might have garnered additional
evidence from the site. Footprint evidence, for example, was frequently
employed in California criminal cases but was not utilized in Gabriel's case.
The court-appointed defense counsel, brothers Frank and Melville Rawson,
"had one week to prepare their case before jury selection began and two
weeks to question their client, investigate the crime scene, study the preliminary hearing testimony, and assemble their defense strategy before the
trial" (pp. 39-40). McKanna also notes the lack of detailed questions and
the failure to follow up on a "two-killer" theory that might have cast reasonable doubt on the prosecution's claims that Gabriel had acted alone (p. 115).
Finally, Superior Court judge George Puterbaugh seems to have lost control over his courtroom at many points. Instead of receiving an occasional
question from the jury under highly controlled circumstances, Puterbaugh
allowed members of the panel to "pester" witnesses with as many as sixtytwo different queries, which they blurted out directly without mediation by
the judge (p. 61).
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Reading the court records over a century later, McKanna concludes that
"reasonable doubt abounded" (p. 117)' Reporting on Gabriel's conviction
and death sentence, the San Diego Union, hardly sympathetic to him during his incarceration and trial, observed that "it is a discreditable state of
things that only poor men and friendless pay the penalty of their crimes" (p.
128). His attorneys made no plea for clemency. On 3 March 1893, Gabriel
became the first California prisoner to be executed at San Quentin.
McKanna writes that the long-standing prejudices of many white inhabitants of San Diego County toward Native peoples likely fueled the
community's reaction to the sensational double slaying at Otay Mesa and
affected the subsequent trial and conviction of ~abriel. This slender volume, which includes photos of Judge Puterbaugh, Gabriel's prison photo,
and a diagram of the crime scene, stands as a significant contribution to our
understanding of criminal justice and race in the American West.
Robert F. Palmquist
Tucson, Arizona

Wilderness Forever: Howard Zahniser and the Path to the Wilderness Act. By
Mark W. T. Harvey, foreword by William Cronon. Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books. (Seattle: University ofWashington Press, 2005. xviii + 325 pp.
Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-295-985329, ISBN-lO: 0-295-9 853 2-1.)
Howard Zahniser (1906-1964) hardly needs an introduction to serious
scholars of American environmentalism. As the Wilderness Society's executive director and editor of The Living Wilderness, Zahniser shaped the
face of the nation's premier wilderness organization. His untiring work on
behalf of the Wilderness Act of 1964 is legendary. Given the obvious significance, historians surprisingly have not published any serious studies until
now. With Wilderness Forever, Mark Harvey remedies this neglect and presents an exceptional biography of a remarkable subject.
For those who associate environmentalists with anti-social iconoclasts
(e.g., Edward Abbey), rugged individualists (e.g., Robert Marshall), ascetic
mountain men (e.g., John Muir), or scientists (e.g., Rachel Carson), Zahniser
presents somewhat of a challenge since his impact came largely from the
more indoor pursuits of editor and lobbyist. Born into a family of Free Methodist ministers in Pennsylvania, Zahniser developed early an interest in the
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outdoors and in reading and writing. In the 193os, he worked as a writer and
public relations specialist for the Bureau of Biological Survey, while also
writing a monthly column for Nature Magazine. These experiences gave
Zahniser important contacts within government and conservation circles,
associations that made him well-known when he came to work for the Wilderness Society in 1945.
As Harvey's study reveals, Zahniser occupied a central place in ushering
the conservation movement into a new era. Conceiving wilderness as a place
where one could connect with "the whole community of life on earth,"
Zahniser and the Wilderness Society sought to publicize threats to various
wilderness areas including California's San Gorgonio, the District of
Columbia's Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and New Mexico's Gila (p. 62).
He valued wilderness for scientific, recreational, cultural, and personal
reasons. In 1951 he first articulated what became his life's work, a vision of
congressionally established and permanently protected wilderness areas.
Zahniser's many daily duties and periodic conservation battles often prevented him from pursuing this goal. Nevertheless, he increasingly functioned as lobbyist to Congress, a position many in the Wilderness Society
found problematic. In January 1956, he drafted the first version of what
became the Wilderness Act and worked tirelessly on amendments and
lobbying to assure wilderness protection and Congressional passage. He
died in May 1964 just before it became law in September. The law is
Zahniser's considerable legacy.

Wilderness Forever deserves high praise. Harvey portrays Zahniser sensitively and sympathetically. He merits particular credit for expertly illuminating the various contexts-political, institutional, cultural, and personal-in
which Zahniser operated. As such Wilderness Forever reveals more than simply a life story. The book shows the fragile legal protection that wilderness
enjoyed, the evolution of the Wilderness Society and wilderness politics,
the regional political and economic interests against which wilderness advocates labored, and the shifting cultural values for wild places. Although
Zahniser is indelibly connected to the Wilderness Act, Harvey does a great
service by showing the various other battles he fought, ideas he shaped, and
achievements he accomplished.

Wilderness Forever undoubtedly will remain the definitive work on
Zahniser. Harvey's meticulous research and engaging writing make this
volume not only important, but a delight to read. With Wilderness Forever
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and his now-classic A Symbol ofWilderness, Harvey firmly establishes himself as the leading historian of wilderness in the post-World War II era.
Adam M. Sowards
University ofIdaho

Colorado: A History ofthe Centennial State. Fourth Edition. By Carl Abbott,
Stephen 1. Leonard, and Thomas 1. Noel. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, zo05. xvi + 553 pp. 1z4halftones, 5 maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$z9.95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-87081-800-4, ISBN-lO: 0-87081-800-7.) .
Coloradans have been fortunate that their fascinating state history has
attracted some enthusiastic historians to tell the saga of its people and its
land. History professors Stephen J. Leonard, Thomas J. Noel, and Carl Abbott
have matched that record in the fourth edition of Colorado: A History ofthe

Centennial State.
In a well-illustrated, well-balanced volume, the authors tell the story of
Colorado topically, from the coming of the first people to the arrival of the
twenty-first century. The story is upbeat even if they do get a bit pessimistic
in the last section, "Looking Forward":
As Colorado moved into the twenty-first century, its divided people
faced an uncertain future. Its rich sought protection in gated
communities. Its middle class feared the faltering economy.... Young
Coloradans wondered if they would enjoy the same standard of living
as their parents.... For the poor the future seemed bleak (pp. 436-37)'
Colorado today really is not that gloomy and despairing!
The authors blend their individual styles to produce a readable whole.
They have divided the book into twenty-two chapters, each short enough to
be read in one sitting. The topical approach, however, creates some jumping back and forth to introduce and flesh out a new subject. The excellent
chapters six, "The Bonanza Years"; twenty, "Measuring the Limits of
Growth"; and twenty-one, "Economic Peaks and Valleys" stand out as particularly insightful. The two "Interludes" are a nice touch, giving the reader
more detail about 1876 and 1917.
The three authors incorporate the right quotes to paint the essence of the
moment, provide insight, or capture the life and times. The book concludes
with five sections, including brief biographies of a variety of Coloradans and
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a list of territorial and state officials, starting with Jefferson Territory. The
casual reader will find these sections fine, fact-filled quick references. For
the more serious student, the footnotes and "Books for Further Reading"
provide a perfect place to begin further study.
The authors focus correctly on the population corridor from Fort Collins
to Pueblo, while not neglecting the other parts of the state. Sometimes,
though, eastern slopers become confused; perhaps Professor Noel ought to
check his mules on page fifty-three. They look more like burros!
Such minutia aside, this is an excellent volume for students and the general public to learn the history of Colorado. It achieves a nice balance between the far distant past, recent past, and the present. The University Press
of Colorado is to be congratulated, as well, for producing an attractive book
with an easy to read format.

Duane A. Smith
Fort Lewis College

The Diary of Juan Dominguez de Mendoza's Expedition into Texas (16831684): A Critical Edition of the Spanish Text with Facsimile Reproductions.
Edited with an introduction by Brian Imhoff. (Dallas, Tex.: Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University, 2002. 259 pp.
Maps, appendix, bibliography. $24.50 cloth, ISBN-lO: 1-929531-°5-2.)
Brian Imhoffs philological version of Mendoza's expedition into westcentral Texas in 1683 offers a critical analysis of original texts found in seven
versions of the diary. This study sets a standard for the paleographical transcription of documents used by historians of the early colonial history of the
Americas. To that end, Imhoff demonstrates that a faithfultranscript of the
diary is required to enhance the interpretation of the cultural and linguistic
values of the period. For example, Imhoff cites an English translation of
one version of the document by Herbert E. Bolton published in 1916. B'alton's
translation of an incomplete transcription of the diary offers information
about the expedition, but linguistically, it is imperfect. Imhoff contributes
reliable Spanish versions of two texts of the account.
This volume also contains side-by-side facsimile reproductions of the two
faithfully rendered transcriptions of the diary. The first copy is from the
Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico in Mexico City; the second copy is from
the Center for American History (CAH) at the University of Texas at Austin.

SUMMER 2007

BOOK REVIEWS?

423

The latter copy once belonged to Vito Alessio Robles, a prominent Mexican historian, who had apparently donated the copy to the CAH. Beyond
that information, the original location of that version is not readily identifiable in Imhoff's text.
The history of the expedition marks an event in the chronology following the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 when New Mexicans took refuge at El Paso.
Notably, the diary contains information regarding the expedition, including genealogically useful references about certain Hispanic frontiersmen
who accompanied Mendoza, ethnographical data of the tribes in the area,
and information about the geographical landscape of the period. With slightly
varying details and syntax, each version agrees that Mendoza's expedition
followed a line of march from El Paso southward to Junta de los Rios and
then moved northeasterly toward the Pecos River via a route between the
present Davis Mountains and Fort Stockton. From there Mendoza continued in basically the same direction via present San Angelo (cited as St.
Angelo on Imhoff's map) on the Concho River and finally to present
Ballinger on the Colorado River before returning to El Paso along a parallel
route to the Pecos River, just south of the original trajectory.
Imhoff is thorough in his comparative analysis of the seven versions under consideration. He includes a section called "Variants and Paleographic
Notes," in which he presents a breakdown of different spellings of similar
words that appear in the texts of the seven documents he analyzed. Such
analysis is an important task in the transcription process of even a single
document. Given its didactic values for the study of paleography and history, Imhoff's book is recommended to students and aficionados of Spanish
colonial history in the southwestern United States.
Joseph P. Sanchez
Intermountain Spanish Colonial Research Center
National Park Service
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Don't Let the Sun Step Over You: A White Mountain Apache Family Life,
1860-1975. By Eva Tulene Watts, with assistance from Keith Basso. (Tucson:
University ofArizona Press, 2004. xxvi + 340 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $5°.00 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-8165-2392-4, ISBN-10: 0-8165-2392-4,
$24.95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-8165-2391-7, ISBN-lO: 0-8165-2391-6.)
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Born in 1913 near Grasshopper, Fort Apache Reservation, Arizona, Eva
Tulene Watts unfolds her remarkable story through a series of vignettes that
provide a social map of daily life for White Mountain Apaches. Ethnologist
Keith Basso recorded Eva's stories over a five-year period.. Two hundred
hours of tapes and countless transcribed pages have resulted in a richly
textured first person narrative that seduces the reader. Basso provides a short
introduction to the text and a few endnotes to clarify points and then respectfully recedes into the background. Although fluent in Western Apache,
Eva chose to narrate her life story in English so that younger generations
could learn about a period in history they would never directly experience.
The book's title is drawn from an ancient Apache adage which epitomizes the stamina and industriousness of twentieth-century Apache life.
Whether due to daily routines at home or long-term travels to urban centers
in search of waged labor, Eva and her relatives and friends experienced
hunger, adversity, illness, and tragedy. Yet there are joyous times too-a
new baby, dances, new friends, and good jokes.
The book is divided into three sections. Part one, "We Sure Did Travel
All Over," is divided into five chapters and covers the period from 1860 to
1929. Eva begins with stories of her grandparents. She then relates her earliest memories, including the deaths of family members, hiding from the
"school catchers," the cruelty of educators, surviving the flu epidemic of
1918, agricultural work, and basket making. Part two, "A Really Good Place,"
discusses the years from the Depression through World War II. Eva relates
her fondness for her stepfather Charley Marley and tells of life in small
hamlets like Chediskai. She recollects about taming horses, native foods
and medicines, midwifery, spirituality, dangerous encounters with wild animals, trading, moonshine, cattle drives, and Christmas parties.
Part three, "Leaving Home Was Hard," continues Eva's story from 1945
through 1975. Eva left her young son Reuben with her mother, Ann Beatty, in
Chediskai to seek employment. Traveling the country from Spokane, Washington, to Maine, she worked in hospitals, a lumber camp, restaurants, and as
a nannylhousekeeper. Eva married a Cherokee, William Watt, and raised
their two children in Oklahoma while he served in the Air Force overseas.
Eventually, the family returned to her mother's place in Cibecue, Arizona.
Maps placed at the beginning of each section serve as guideposts to assist
readers in locating Apache Reservation hamlets, communities, and urban centers in Arizona where Eva and her relatives lived and worked. Over fifty photographs, either provided by Eva or unearthed from archives, visually complement

SUMMER 2007

BOOK REVIEWS ~

425

her compelling tales. A Western Apache pronunciation guide, a family genealogy, and a list of important chronological events offer useful information.
Eva's life story reveals her family's determination to survive. It provides a
most welcome and lively antidote to prosaic accounts penned by generations of "objective" scholars. Perhaps Eva's introductory comments summarize the shortcomings of such anemic descriptions: "Lots is missing in those
books 'cause there's hardly no Indians in there" (p. xvi).
Eva's amazing memory for detail and the interweaving of her activities
with those of family relatives spans the gamut from daily routines to crisesthere is never a dull moment in this lively tale. Readers will return to it,
again and again to re-experience its richness. Through Eva's compelling
narrative, we can revisit the "coming and going" of her remarkable life and
that of her relatives and friends. Eva's autobiography makes a unique and
extraordinary contribution to southwestern American history. The book could
be widely adopted in undergraduate and graduate courses in Native American history, ethnohistory, Southwest history, oral history, and southwestern
literature.
Kathy M'Closkey
Department of Sociology and Anthropology
University of Windsor, Ontario

Pitchfork Country: The Photography of Bob Moorhouse. By Jim Pfluger, foreword by Wyman Meinzer. (Lubbock, Tex.: National Ranching Heritage Center, 2000. 144 pp. Photographs, map. $49.00 cloth, ISBN-lO: 1-56944-214-2.)
During my research on and writing of the Pitchfork Ranch's centennial
history (Pitchfork Land and Cattle Company: The First Century, 1983), I
met the ranch's assistant manager, Bob Moorhouse, and learned of his passion for photography. I told him that I wanted to work with him on a book
that would showcase his work, but never pursued it. Jim Pfluger, who became the executive director of the National Ranching Heritage Center in
1998, had a great appreciation for Moorhouse's talent and took the lead in
getting him to start sorting through his thousands ofslides. That effort led to
the publication of this wonderful book.
The book contains a treasure of photographs that effectively capture the
essence of ranch life as seen through the eyes of a real cowboy and ranch manager. Moorhouse began working at the Pitchfork shortly after graduating
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from Texas Tech University in 1973, first as assistant manager and then as
manager upon the retirement ofJim Humphreys in 1986. He first took pictures of the ranch's famous turkeys and then decided to capture images of
all its wildlife.
After he became manager of the ranch, one of Moorhouse's first decisions was to resume the use of a chuck wagon for roundups. The wagon had
been discontinued, primarily due to the development of pickup trucks and
goose-necked horse trailers that allowed cowboys and horses to commute
between the bunkhouse and barn to the ranch's pastures. In jest I suggested
to Moorhouse that he reintroduced the wagon primarily for photo opportunities! He smiled, but did not disagree.
Regardless of his reason, Moorhouse's decision helped to preserve beautiful color images of ranch life as it was and is. With his camera always at
hand, especially during roundups, and his keen eye for light and color,
Moorhouse has captured outstanding images without the use of photographic
filters. Instead, he learned to use natural elements such as dust, smoke, and
haze for modifying his subjects. His images also illustrate the outstanding
beauty and the abundant wildlife of the rolling plains of West Texas, the
setting for the vast Pitchfork Ranch. In addition the section on "Ranch Kids"
provides an important reminder of how much ranching is ingrained into
those who grow up in that setting.
Jim Pfluger's essay that accompanies the photographs gives the reader a
brief but intimate glimpse into the style and mind of Moorhouse. In an age
where there is so much manipulation of images, Moorhouse's photography
speaks loud and clear as being "the real thing." This book is essential for any
collector of ranch history or photography.
David J. Murrah
Southwest Museum Services
Houston, Texas

Missions and the Frontiers of Spanish America: A Comparative Study of the
Impact of Environmental, Economic, Political, and Socio-Cultural Variations
on the Missions in the Rio de la Plata Region and on the Northern Frontier of
New Spain. By Robert H. Jackson. (Scottsdale, Ariz.: Pentacle Press, 2005.
xxii + 568 pp. 170 halftones, 12 line drawings, 17 maps, tables, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $44.95 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-97635°0-0-2, ISBN-I0:
0-97 6 35°0-0-9.)
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In this ambitious volume, Robert Jackson describes how strategies and
outcomes of Catholic missionary work during the Spanish colonial era differed at the northern and southern periphery of Spain's New World empire.
Jackson contends that these differences were often due to novel and unanticipated cultural, physiographic, and social conditions that the priests encountered, which resulted in dramatic variability in successes and failures.
The vagaries of climate, the virulence of diseases - both epidemic and
chronic-and the rigidity of mores demanded by missionaries produced
widely ranging results in evangelizing and Europeanizing Native cultures,
and usually wound up destroying them.
Jackson's research yields impressive results, especially concerning the
Native peoples of Baja and Alta California and their interactions with priests,
soldiers, and colonists from Spain. He presents detailed demographics explaining the demise of Native populations, including the Rio de la Plata
(excessively so in the latter). His familiarity with colonial institutions, the
physical and social structure of the missions, their functioning, and their
demographics demonstrates the author's use of archival materials and an
admirable dedication to time-consuming archival searches and demographic
calculations. Jackson's analysis of the devastating results of the Franciscan
practice of forcing girls, unmarried women, and widows into crowded, unsanitary dormitories is especially acute.
Yet, the book's shoddiness in appearance and production overshadows
Jackson's strong analysis. The volume appears not to have been copyedited
or even proofread and is shockingly replete with typographical errors, grammatical mistakes, and syntactical confusions. Dozens of glaring typos mar
the manuscript, such as "gou8nd" for "ground" (p. 127). Spanish terms are
incorrectly translated - hechicero means witch or sorcerer, not "wizard" (p.

249), and pozole is not "corn gruel" (p. 129). Accents on Spanish terms are
misplaced and often omitted. For example, Purfsima is presented as
"Purisima" several dozen times and Guaranf appears hundreds of times
unaccented. The maps included are printed in poor resolution and useless
as actual geographical guides. Maps that might aid the reader are glaringly
absent, especially since the author repeatedly fails to provide necessary geographical locators. Newly introduced terms, sometimes clarified, often not,
appear in italics and bold, giving the text a sophomoric appearance. Many
photographs are poorly reproduced and captions at the top are gratuitously
repeated at the bottom. Portions of the text are repeated unnecessarily.
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Jackson's insistence on following each priest's name with his order (O.F.M.
or S.J.) seems otiose. The list of publishing miscues is frightfully long.
All this seems a pity, and Jackson, a skillful archivist, deserves better. The
copies already sold should be recalled, the manuscript carefully edited and
redesigned, and the volume republished.
David Yetman
University ofArizona

Book Notes

Recording a Vanishing Legacy: The Historic American Buildings Survey in
New Mexico, 1933-Today. By the New Mexico Architectural Foundation
and the American Institute ofArchitects (Albuquerque Chapter) in association with the New Mexico Historic Preservation Division. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2001. xiv + 147 pp. Halftones, maps, appendixes,
notes, selected bibliography. $45.00 cloth, ISBN-lO: 0-89013-379-4, $29.95
paper, ISBN-lO: 0-89013-380-8.)

Placenotes-Santa Fe. By the Charles W. Moore Center for the Study of
Place. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2006. 55 cards, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-9766493-5-9, ISBN-lO: 0-9766493-5-7.)
The Institute ofAmerican Indian Arts: Modernism and U.S. Indian Policy. By
Joy L. Gritton, foreword by Gregory Cajete. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2000. xv + 199 pp. 32 halftones, notes, bibliography, index.
$45.00 cloth, ISBN-lO: 0-8263-1878-9, $19.95 paper, ISBN-lO: 0-8263-2192-5.)
Zaldfvar and the Cattle ofCfbola: Vicente de Zaldfvar's Report ofHis Expedition to the Buffalo Plains in 1598, The Spanish Texts. Edited by Jerry R.
Craddock, translated by John H. R. Polt, foreword by David J. Weber. (Dallas, Tex.: William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies, 1999. 125 pp.
Illustrations, appendix, bibliography. $24.50 paper, ISBN-lO: 1-929531-0l-X.)
El Mesquite: A Story ofthe Early Spanish Settlements between the Nueces
and the Rio Grande. Revised edition. By Elena Zamora O'Shea, new
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introductions by Andres Tijerina and Leticia M. Garza-Falcon. Rio Grande/
RIo Bravo series. (1935; College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2000.
lxvi + 80 pp. Halftone, notes, bibliography. $27.95 cloth, ISBN-1O: 0-89096966-3, $15.95 paper, ISBN-1O: 1-58544-108-2.)

Contemporary Desert Photography: The Other Side of Paradise. By Marilyn
Cooper and Katherine Plake Hough, foreword by Janice Lyle. (Palm Springs,
Calif.: Palm Springs Art Museum, 2005.64 pp. 30 color plates, 20 halftones.

$20.00 paper, ISBN-1O: 0-295-98586-0.)

Finding Sand Creek: History, Archeology, and the 1864 Massacre Site. By
Jerome A. Greene and Douglas D. Scott, foreword by Christine Whitacre.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. 240 pp. 30 halftones, 13 maps,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-8061-3623-

3, ISBN-lO: 0-8061-3623-5, $14·95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-8061-3801-5, ISBN-1O: 08061-3801-7. )

The U.S. Army in the West, 1870-1880: Uniforms, Weapons, and Equipment.
By Douglas C. McChristian, foreword by John P. LangellieI. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xix + 315 pp. 223 halftones, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper, ISBN-13: 978-0-8061-3782-7, ISBN-lO:

0-8061-3782-7.)

Lynch Ropes and Long Shots: The Story of an Old West Train Robbery. By
Bob Alexander, introduction by John D. Tanner JI. (Silver City, N.Mex.:
High-Lonesome Books, 2006. 186 pp. Halftones, map, bibliography, index.

$25.00 cloth, ISBN-13: 978-0-944383-70-4.)

The Ernest W. McFarland Papers: The United States Senate Years, 19401952. Edited by James E. McMillan. (Prescott, Ariz.: Sharlot Hall Museum
Press, 1995. xxii + 487 pp. Halftones, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN10:

0-927579-06-5.)

The New Warriors: Native American Leaders Since 1900. Edited by R. David
Edmunds. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001. viii + 346 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN-10: 0-8032-1820-6, $16·95
paper, ISBN-lO: 0-8°32-6751-7.)

